THE QUEEN OF NIJAGAL         %A    n

Girijavve had even before this thoughT"W
sending her brother away to his own place. On
the Nayak speaking to her on this occasion she
proposed to carry out that intention. The elder
queen interfered. "Kasturi is no doubt at fault.
But he is young. He has been advised to be
careful. We have merely to see that he does
not repeat such misconduct hereafter. That will
make him all right/' The younger queen had
to accept this view.

Rebuke administered before a gathering
greatly incensed Kasturi, He did not pause to
think of the gravity of Tiis own offence; he
thought only of the chieftain's strong language
in the presence of others. " Granting that I was
in the wrong,* he said to his mother, " could he
not have called me aside and advised me there ?
Why did he insult me before the people ?" His
mother supported him. " The chieftain married
your sister merely to bear him a son, not to be
his queen. That place belongs to Lakumavve.
Your sister has no position in the palace. Could the
chieftain have rebuked you in this way if she had
any ? Things would have been different then. It
is because the elder queen is all in all that your
brother-in-law is able to treat you so contemptu-
ously. She should have put,him up to ,this.*